CRETHX YCTPHACCT XHMAAA
MAAACHALIA RHTACIEMCKHX

KAKO CE  MYAPAUH HCTONHH HE BPATHLIE H3
RHTACIEMA Y JEPYCAAHM, AA  JARE HPOAY O
HOROPOBEHOM  LIAPY, HETO MO 3AMORECTH AHIEAA
APYTHA MYTEM OAOLUE Y AOMOBHHY CROJY, PA3IAPH
C€ MPOA KAO 3BEP wYTH H HAPEAH, AA CE NOBHIY CRA
ACUA O0A ABE TOAMHE H HCMOA ABE TOAMHE Y
RHTACIEMY H MO CROJ OKOAMHH RMTACIEMCKOD. TA
CTPALLUHA SAMORECT LIAPERA BH MSRPLLEHA AOCAORLIC.
ROJHHLUK HhETORH JCAHY ACLY MAYCM MMOCCKOLLIE,
APYTY 0 KAMEH PASBHLLE, TPERY HOTAMA 3IHhEYHLLE,
YCTRPTY PYRAMA YAARHMLLE. M AHKE CE NAAY H JAYR
MATEPA A0 HERECA: "TAAC Y PAMH YY CE NAAY H
PHAAHE H HAPHUAHE GHOMO, PAXHAA OMAAKYIE ALY
CROJY, H HERE AA CC YTICLLH, JEP HX HEMA”, KAO LUTO
J€ H NMPOPOKORAHO (J6P 31 157 MT 2, 18. ORAJ 3AONHH
HAA  QHOMOM HERHHOM ACLOM H3RPILH CE FOAHHY
AAHA N0 POBCHY XPHCTOROM 29. ACLEMBPA. 34 TO
RPEME HPOA  TPATALLUE, HE BH AH TMPOHALLAO
BOKAHCKO MAAACHLA. HCKALLIE OA 3AXAPHIC CHHA
Y JORAHA, HAPARHO AA BH A YBHO, MOLUTO
MHLMALIE AA J€ JOBAH TAJ HORH LAP. MA KAKO
30XAPHIA HE AAAC JOBAHA, TO MO HAPEARH HPOAOROJ
CAM 3AXAPHIA BH YRHICH Y XPAMY. BHO BH YRHICH H
CRETH CHAEOH ROrOMPHMALL, AA CE YCKOPO 110 CPETCHY
HE MPCACTARH BOr'Y. MOBHRLUH AGLY RHTACICMCKY,
HPOA CE TaAA OKOMH HA CTAPCLUHHE JERPEICKE, KOIH
MY TOAKORAXY, A€ CE€ HMA MECHIA POAHTH. TAKO YRH
HPKAHA TMPROCRCLUTEHHKA H CEAAMACCET CTAPALIA H3
CHHEAPHOHA.  TAKO 340 CKOHYALLUE OHH KOJH (€
CAraaLLIARAXY C HPOAOM, AA HOROrA LIAPA MAAACHLIA
TPCEA YBHTH. MOTOM YRH CROFA BPATA H CECTPY H
KE€HY H TPH CROJA CHHA. HAJ3AA MOCTHAKE H HEra
KASHA BOKIA: MOYE CE CAR TPECTH, HOr€ M\Y OTEKOLLIE,
AOhH ACO T€AA MY C€ 3AMHOIH, H W3 THOJA LIPRH
MOTEKOLLIE, HOC MY CE 3ATROPH, H CK\PAA HEMOAHOCHRH
PACMPOCTHPALLIE CE H3 HherA. MPEA CaM H3AHCAT CETH
CE, NA AA CE OHH HE BH OBPAAORAAH CMPTH Hh€lOROJ,
HAPEAH AA HX CBE MOBHIY. TAKO H3BPKE CROJY
HEYORCUHY AYLLY ORAJ I'PO3HH RAAAAP H NPEAAAC J€
BAROAY Y REYHTY CROINHY.
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THE FOURTEEN
THOUSAND HOLY
CHILDREN OF BETHLEHEM

‘WHEN THE MAGI FROM THE EAST DID NOT RE-
TURN TO JERUSALEM FROM BETHLEHEM TO
INFORM HEROD ABOUT THE NEWBORN KING
BUT RATHER, AT THE ANGHEL’'S COMMAND, RE-
TURNED TO THEIR HOMELAND ANOTHER WAY,
HEROD BECAME AS ENRAGED AS A WILD BEAST
AND ORDERED ALL THE CHILDREN TWO YEARS
OLD AND UNDER IN BETHLEHEM AND ITS SUR-
ROUNDINGS TO BE KILLED. THIS FRIGHTENING
COMMAND OF THE KING WAS CARRIED OUT TO
THE LETTER. HIS SOLDIERS BEHEADED SOME OF
THE CHILDREN WITH SWORDS, SMASHED OTH-
ERS AGAINST STONES, TRAMPLED OTHERS UN-
DERFOOT, AND STRANGLED OTHERS WITH
THEIR HANDS. AND THE CRIES AND WAILS OF
THE MOTHERS ROSE TO HEAVEN, LAMENTA-
TION, AND BITTER WEEPING; RACHEL WEHPING
FOR HER CHILDREN JEREMIAH 31:15, MATTHEW
2:18, AS HAD BEEN PROPHESIED. THIS CRIME
AGAINST THE MULTITUDE OF INNOCENT CHIL-
DREN WAS CARRIED OUT A YEAR AFTER THE
BIRTH OF CHRIST, AT THE TIME WHEN HEROD
‘WAS SEEKING TO FIND THE DIVINE CHILD. HE
ASKED ZACHARIAS ABOUT HIS SON JOHN, SO
THAT HE MIGHT KILL HIM, SINCE HE NATU-
RALLY THOUGHT THAT JOHN WAS THE NEW
KING. AS ZACHARIAS DID NOT TURN JOHN
OVER, HE WAS SLAIN IN THE TEMPLE BY ORDER
OF HEROD. ST. SIMEON THE GOD-RECEIVER
WOULD ALSO HAVE BEEN MURDERED SOON AF-
TER THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE, HAD
HE NOT ALREADY REPOSED IN GOD. AFTER
MURDERING THE CHILDREN OF BETHLEHEM,
HEROD TURNED AGAINST THE JEWISH ELDERS
‘WHO HAD REVEALED TO HIM WHERE THE MES-
SIAH WOULD BE BORN. HE THEN KILLED HYR-
CANES, THE HIGH PRIEST, AND THE SEVENTY
ELDERS OF THE SANHEDRIN. THUS, THEY WHO
HAD AGREED WITH HEROD THAT THE NEW
CHILD-KING MUST BE KILLED CAME TO AN HEVIL
END. AFTER THAT, HEROD MURDERED HIS
BROTHER, SISTER, WIFE AND THREE SONS. FI-
NALLY, GOD’'S PUNISHMENT CAME TO HIM: HE
BEGAN TO TREMBLE, HIS LEGS BECAME SWOL-
LEN, THE LOWER PART OF HIS BODY BECAME
PUTRID, AND WORMS CAME OUT OF THE SORES;
HIS NOSE BECAME BLOCKED AND AN UNBEAR-
ABLE STENCH EMANATED FROM HIM. BEFORE
HIS LAST BREATH, HE REMEMBERED THAT
THERE WERE MANY CAPTIVE JEWS IN PRISON,
AND HE ORDERED THAT THEY ALL BE KILLED SO
THAT THEY WOULD NOT REJOICE IN HIS DEATH.
THUS, THIS TERRIBLE RULER GAVE UP HIS IN-
HUMAN SOUL AND HANDED IT OVER TO THE
DEVIL FOR ETERNAL POSSESSION.
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